
SAGE
St Mary's Square, Gateshead Quays, NE28 2JR
Contact: 0191 443 4661 / Welcome@sagegateshead.com 
Accessibility: Fully accessible venue for wheelchair users  
Travel: Metro to Gateshead Central or 
Quaylink Buses Q1, Q2 to Sage

GOSFORTH CIVIC THEATRE
Regent Farm Road, Gosforth, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3HD
Contact: 0191 284 3700 /  info@gosforthcivictheatre.co.uk
Accessibility: Fully accessible venue for wheelchair users  
Travel: Regent Centre Metro and Bus Station is just across 
the road.

Wednesday 22nd January 8.00pm (doors 7.30pm)
TOM RAINEY TRIO

The Bridge Hotel - Newcastle 
£10 / £8 Concessions 

Sunday 2nd February 8.00pm (doors 7.30pm)
JOE MCPHEE TRIO

The Bridge Hotel - Newcastle 
£10 / £8 Concessions

VENUES

Thursday 20th February 8.00pm (doors 7.30pm)
GARETH HUGHES SEXTET

(plays the music of Art Blakey)
Gosforth Civic Theatre - Newcastle

£12 / £10 Concessions

Sunday 8th March 8.00pm (doors 7.30pm)
ANIMAL SOCIETY

The Bridge Hotel - Newcastle 
£8 / £6 Concessions

Sunday 22nd March 5.45pm
VULA VIEL

Sage - Gateshead
*£12.90 / £5TICKETS

Reflex CD (Nun Street - Newcastle) 0191 260 3246
www.seetickets.com / info@jazznortheast.com 
Admission is generally possible through payment on 
the door subject to venue capacity.
Our concessionary rate is available to MU/NUS/OAP/
Benefits
*Tickets available from Sage Gateshead only.

JAZZ NORTH EAST
Established in 1966 Jazz North East is the oldest grant-
supported jazz promoting body in the UK and a leading 
 specialist promoter of improvised music from around
the world. Join our email list to stay in touch with our 
forthcoming concerts and workshops by messaging us at
info@jazznortheast.com.

THE BRIDGE HOTEL
Castle Square, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1RQ
Contact: 0191 232 6400
Accessibility:  an upstairs room with stair access only.
Travel: Any Bus and Metro to Central Station.

Jazz North East is a Company Limited 
by Guarantee (1357300/England) 
and a Registered Charity (507509)

Friday 7th February 8.00pm (doors 7.30pm)
GET THE BLESSING + CEITIDH MAC

Gosforth Civic Theatre - Newcastle 
£12 / £10 Concessions

January - March 2020

All of our concerts are 14+ with under 18's 
accompanied by an adult but please do contact the 
venue for full details regarding younger ages and for
any further queries regarding accessibility.  



VULA VIEL
Bex Burch (Gyil) / Ruth Goller (Bass) / Jim Hart (Drums)

Vula Viel are a jazz group from London, playing music based on the 
sound of the gyil, a wooden xylophone from West Africa, fused with 
elements of electronica and minimal music. Vula Viel were formed 
by Bex Burch and name means "Good is Good" in the Dagaaba 
language, Dagaare. Originally from Yorkshire, Bex Burch trained in 
percussion at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, where she 
was introduced to the minimalist music of Steve Reich, and then 
spent three years with the Dagaaba people of the Upper West 
Region of Ghana. Vula Viel come to Gateshead in support of their 
new album 'What’s Not Enough About That'.

"One of the most exciting young UK groups I’ve heard" - Jez 
Nelson (BBC Radio 3)

This concert is presented by Jazz North East 'Women Make Music' is association 
with Sage Gateshead Jazz Festival and comes with support from the PRSF 'Open 
Fund'

ANIMAL SOCIETY
Joe Williamson (Guitar and Compositions) / Alan Benzie 
(Keyboards) / Craig McMahon (Keyboards) / Gus Stirrat (Bass) / 
Graham Costello (Drums)
Animal Society is a new sound in UK jazz, somewhere in the void 
between Rage Against The Machine, Pat Metheny and EST. 
Ringleader Joe Williamson, guitarist and winner of Young Scottish 
Jazz Musician Of The Year 2018, presents daring new music which 
could be described as cutting-edge electric jazz with the uncom-
promising power of a stadium rock band.

Hook-driven melodies, soaring improvisations and joyful musical 
interplay underpin a sound rich in detail, and full of warmth and 
character. Their exciting live shows balance fiery grooves and 
heavy ri�s with cinematic, ethereal soundscapes, performed by 
five musicians at the forefront of the new wave of Scottish Jazz.

"Combining rock energy and power with jazz chops this is music 
that is simultaneously viscerally exciting and intellectually satisfy-
ing" - The Jazz Mann

GET THE BLESSING
Jim Barr (Bass Guitar) / Clive Deamer (Drums) / Jake McMurchie 
(Saxophone and Electronics) / Pete Judge (Trumpet and Electron-
ics)
Formed in 1999 by bassist Jim Barr and drummer Clive Deamer 
(rhythm section of seminal act PORTISHEAD with Deamer also 
regularly playing for RADIOHEAD), the Bristol-based four-piece Get 
the Blessing boast a truly international fan-base, having forged a 
unique signature sound that defies easy classification. The Bristolian 
quartet channel subterranean depths and soar from dizzying 
heights, leading the audience through a complex labyrinth of 
tangled melodies and sliding soundscapes of dark, immersive 
production. They come to Newcastle as part of their 20th anniver-
sary tour and in support of the album 'Bristopia'.
CEITIDH MAC
Ceitidh Mac (Voice and Cello)
Newcastle based cellist and singer-songwriter Ceitidh Mac blends 
soaring vocals and the deep, hypnotic sound of the cello to create a 
transformative sound that puts a progressive twist on the alt-folk 
genre
This concert is presented by Jazz North East in association with Gosforth Civic 
Theatre Jazz Club

JOE MCPHEE TRIO
Joe McPhee (Reeds and Brass) / John Pope (Bass) / Paul Hession 
(Drums)
Multi-instrumentalist Joe McPhee is one of free jazz’s legends, a key 
participant in the musical revolution that swept out from New York 
in the 1970s. Now aged 80, he continues to tour worldwide, playing 
with undiminished fire and imagination, and displaying an insatiable 
appetite for throwing himself into new situations. A great example of 
that came at the 2018 Newcastle Festival of Jazz and Improvised 
Music, when he played a memorable concert alongside bassist John 
Pope and drummer Paul Hession. It was a brand new trio, with no 
opportunity for rehearsal, but there was instantaneous chemistry, 
with John and Paul in perfect synch with his every move. The results 
were so good that all three agreed they’d like to do it again. The trio 
reconvene in Newcastle once more, three generations of free impro-
visers, led by a jazz giant, in the up close and personal space of the 
Bridge Hotel. It doesn’t get better than this. 

GARETH HUGHES SEXTET
Alan Barnes (Alto and Baritone Sax) / Bruce Adams (Trumpet) /  
Dean Masser (Tenor Sax) / Andrzej Baranek (Piano) / Ed Harrison 
(Bass) / Gareth Hughes (Drums)
Gareth Hughes first came to wider public attention as the original 
drummer in the Matthew Halsall Band and featuring heavily on the 
early recordings of the Gondwana label. His drumming influences 
include the school of melodic drummers such as Max Roach, Alan 
Dawson and Je� Hamilton, more specifically inspired by drummers 
that are able to spell out form and melody when they improvise. 
Most recently, Gareth Hughes recorded his first album as band 
leader and features the music of the great Art Blakey where he is 
joined by players that are considered to be some of the most 
influential musicians in UK scene today.
It's a great pleasure to welcome Gareth Hughes Sextet to Newcastle 
as part of their UK tour stretching over 23 dates.

This concert is presented by Jazz North East is association with Gosforth Civic 
Theatre Jazz Club

TOM RAINEY TRIO
Tom Rainey (Drums) / Mary Halvorson (Guitar) / Ingrid Laubrock 
(Saxophone)
While Rainey's evocative, time-morphing and occasionally implo-
sive drumming plays a central role in the musical materiality here, 
his trio is very much an integrated ensemble. The commanding 
component parts are critical to the vibe and behavioural manner 
and conversational whole. Laubrock is a saxophonist of unusual 
textural sensitivity and intellectual savvy, who can summon up 
proper deposits of abandon, knowing restraint and sly references to 
jazz' past in the midst of her purely improvisational explorations. 
Halvorson, one of the important "avant-jazz" guitarists of her 
generation, takes the abstracting and deconstructionist influence of 
musicians like Derek Bailey into account, but has come up with her 
own way of melding that free-styling painterliness with shards of 
line and sonics including tasteful deployment of e�ects units, a 
well-placed vibrato e�ect, ring modulation or distortion blast 
adding to the range and contemporary relevance of what she 
does… together they make a refreshing and new kind of beautiful 
music.

Further highlights coming in 2020…

Thursday 2nd April
ALTER EGO
The Black Swan Bar and Venue

Thursday 7th May 
NOEL DENNIS TRIO
The Globe

Saturday 16th May
BLOOM
The Literary and Philosophical Society

Thursday 18th June
SHIRLEY SMART TRIO
The Globe

Friday 3rd July
WARMER THAN BLOOD + RUTH GOLLER
The Literary and Philosophical Society

Sunday 26th July
JAKTAR
The Bridge Hotel

Thursday 1st - Sunday 4th October
NEWCASTLE FESTIVAL OF JAZZ AND 
IMPROVISED MUSIC
Various Venues

Thursday 15th October 
NISHLA SMITH QUINTET
The Globe

Thursday 12th November
MATTHEW READ TRIO
The Globe

…tickets on sale soon plus many more to 
be announced!

www.jazznortheast.com
www.facebook.com/jazznortheast

THE IMPROVISERS' WORKSHOP
www.facebook.com/theimprovisersworkshop


